
Cause and Effect Essay Outline 
What are the causes and effects?  What effects should be emphasized?    
 Are there single or multiple effects and causes? 
 

Introduction Thesis Statement  
● A hook statement that grabs the audience’s attention 
● Basic historical information about the topic 
● A strong thesis statement that indicates what the essay is about: its causes, effects, or both 

 

Cause 1 
Effect 1 

Support of Thesis  
● Topic sentence (indicates causes, effects, or both) 
● Cause 1 (detailed explanation with examples) 
● effect 1 (detailed explanation with examples) 
● Explain the Cause and cause-and-effect relationship. 
● Transition to the next effect relating to this paragraph  

Cause 2 
Effect 2 

Support of Thesis 
● Topic sentence (indicates causes, effects, or both) 
● Cause 2 (detailed explanation with examples) 
● effect 2 (detailed explanation with examples) 
● Explain the Cause and cause-and-effect relationship. 
● Transition to the next effect relating to this paragraph  

Cause 3 
Effect 3 

Support of Thesis 
● Topic sentence (indicates causes, effects, or both) 
● Cause 3 (detailed explanation with examples) 
● effect 3 (detailed explanation with examples) 
● Explain the Cause and cause-and-effect relationship. 
● Transition to the next effect relating to this paragraph.  

 

Antithesis  Discuss the opposing side of the argument. 
● What happens if we don’t prevent the effects? 
● This paragraph will discuss the other side of the issue by identifying the major causes and 

effects. Also, explain the causes behind choosing a topic and how it will be relevant to modern 
life. This way, you can show the logic behind the occurrence of the two variables and their 
possible causes and effects. 

 

Conclusion Restatement of the thesis (in different words) or review of key points 
● Restate your thesis statement and bring the logical lines of your examples together. 
● Call to Action, can you suggest a solution? 
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